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Background 

 
In April 2014 ECR was invited to provide a regular editorial column on the 
group's walks for the Macclesfield and Wilmslow editions of the Express 
series of weekly newspapers published by Trinity Mirror PLC.  
 
These could appear at monthly, fortnightly or weekly intervals – the actual 
frequency to be determined at the group's discretion depending on the 
number of articles and covering photographs that could be provided from 
within its own resources subject to the usual pressures on space and the 
editor's discretion. 
 
From the outset it was decided to aim for weekly insertions – a pattern that 
has continued ever since with only a very few exceptions due to lack of 
space.  
 
Coverage Achieved 
 
During this time the free Wilmslow edition ceased publication and was 
absorbed within the southern edition of the Manchester Weekly News. 
Thankfully, the Macclesfield Express continues in existence as a stand 
alone, paid-for newspaper and East Cheshire Ramblers continues to benefit 
each week from articles and photographs that help raise the group's profile 
locally as a leading player in the world of walking and outdoor recreation as 
well as a key part of the national Ramblers organisation. 
 
Such coverage has relied very much on walk leaders and ordinary members 
being able to keep me supplied with a regular flow of stories and 
photographs that can be readily turned into finished articles. 
 
A Vote of Thanks 
 



It is very gratifying that the number of contributors –  writers and 
photographers -  has grown steadily over the last 2 ½ years and now 
numbers some 20 individual members, not necessarily leaders, who can be 
relied upon to send me their articles and pictures (or obtain a photo from 
someone taking part in the walk).  
 
While it is impractical to name so many contributors, I would like to thank 
Helen Richardson particularly for producing the most stories over the last 12 
months and   
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for collating and co-ordinating other members' articles for the newspaper 
when I have been on holiday.  Marion Duff, Barbara Jackson and Colin Park 
also deserve special thanks for their literary efforts as does Roger Fielding 
for his excellent photographs. 
 
The procedure for submitting articles and photographs has been streamlined 
by inputing them direct to the newspaper's editorial department using a link 
to a central matrix system known as Jotform. The newspaper's deadline for 
receipt is Friday lunchtime for publication the following week, or 
subsequent issues depending on the number of ECR editorials available.  As 
a general rule, stories should be 250 words  long but can be a maximum 400 
words or 2 x 200 words depending on their scope and the number of 
accompanying illustrations.  
 
Summary 
 
As many of you will know, I am physically unable to do even the short 
walks these days and it is therefore with real regret that after nearly 40 years 
as a member of East Cheshire Ramblers, including 18 years as its publicist, I 
have concluded that I should hang up my rucksack and wash the mud off my 
boots for the last time (or whatever is the rambling equivalent !) in order to 
travel more and develop other, more sedentary interests. 
 
I have therefore included the job description to show what is involved for the 
benefit of prospective publicity officers in the hope that someone will step 
into my shoes with effect from this AGM.  
 
Finally, I have made many lasting friendships in Ramblers and enjoyed 



countless wonderful walks in NW England and elsewhere in Britain and 
abroad. For all of which I am most sincerely grateful. 
 
Conclusions 
 
ECR has established a large, talented and enthusiastic team of 
correspondents. The Macc Express and its readers look forward to 
receiving our reports and learning more about our walks and the places 
we visit. It would indeed be a great shame if this has to finish. 
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