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Chairman's Report to East Cheshire Ramblers  Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 19th November 2016 

 

The trees are in their autumn beauty, 

The woodland paths are dry, 

Under the October twilight the water 

Mirrors a still sky;
 

 

I hope you have been enjoying this gorgeously prolonged autumn and making full use of 

our own dry paths in woodland and other terrain and perhaps savoured a serene scene as 

Yeats found among the Wild Swans at Coole.  

Our first thanks must ever be to our dedicated Footpath Committee, Inspectors and 

Maintenance Team for all the care and actions they take to preserve and improve our own 

paths, short of arranging this crowning autumn sun shine.  

Not being content with what paths we have, at the AGM we will see the extraordinary 

work undertaken by Colin Park on researching and plotting the "Lost Pathways" of 

Cheshire; what he and David Barraclough contributed to the RA Seminar in Birmingham on 

the subject and how we might take the next steps to add to our current path network. 

While on our main interest of paths, Central Office (CO) will launch the Campaign phase of 

"The Big Pathwatch" (BP) in November - using the data gathered so far to report on the 

state of the National Footpath Network and campaign for resources and improvements.  

As we, in ECR, have such comprehensive and accurate footpath data from the Annual 

Survey of our Inspectors, we expected that CO would jump at the chance to incorporate 

this into the National Big Pathwatch Survey. However, this offer could not be taken up 

(due to IT constraints) and consequently our Paths got little coverage.  The Public Rights of 

Way Team at Cheshire East Council reported that around 60% of the faults recorded by the 

public on the BP were invalid.  Nevertheless, the Committee believes that we need to 

support CO initiatives to gather data which can be used to influence Government policy on 

the resources allocated to Rights of Way. So we would encourage Footpath Inspectors and 

members to participate this time - if our data is accurate then it makes sense to get this 

into the National picture.    

We will learn more on this at the Area AGM on Friday 18th November, together with the 

other main RA topics:   "The General Council Survey" and "The Status Report on RA Areas."  

These demonstrate that despite the departure of Benedict Southworth as Chief Executive, 

the RA Board of Trustees and the incoming Ceo, Vanessa Griffiths, remain exercised on the 

issues of Governance and Organisation Structure. I will keep you informed of 

developments on these issues which may affect the way in which our Group operates. 

Like the good Troopers they are, the Committee responded to the RA "Walk About Britain" 

National Walking Festival and, together with the characteristic commitment from Sandra 

Edwards to such events, led several very short walks in support of the Government's 

"Walking for Health" initiative. Their efforts will allow the RA to apply for further funding 

which, this year provided £250k.   
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Our perennial need to attract new walk leaders has led us to put together a Group Training 

Day on February 9th led by the Mountain Instructors from the Lindley Education Trust who 

have run our 'Incident & First Aid' Training for several years. This has been notified to all 

members and a full programme is now available to anyone interested in participating. I 

would be interested to learn if there is any demand for a more advanced training session 

on Navigation skills, taking Compass & Directional bearings and applying these in more 

remote or mountainous terrain and adverse weather conditions. Please have a word or 

write to me with any thoughts. 

On the "Invitation to attend the AGM" you will have seen mention of changes in 

Committee members: Andy Davies is standing down but remains M/C The Dining Club and 

is keen to assist in arranging other events and, to Jane's ever active mind, that means 

Coach Trips. Mike Bull has been a diligent Membership Secretary - I will miss his 

considered replies to my questions and initiatives and his ability to find data on 

membership trends and reports going back to early times.  Sue Munslow has offered to 

take over - adding to her formidable array of activities in ECR as well as major 

contributions to other organisations. Our new members, Adrian and Kathryn, are gathering 

tasks unstintingly - I marvel at the capacities of our Committee members and am relieved 

that all others are staying in post. We are grateful to Ken Hobbs for performing the 

"Independent Examiner" role, necessarily the most detached, for it must cast a cool eye 

over all we do and keep us on the compliance track. Colin and Ken have worked hard to 

complete the accounts and budget for CO on time.   

Finally, our "LINCHPIN - person or thing vital to an organisation" (OED). That person is 

Roger Fielding and the 'thing' is his Website which, quite simply drives most of the 

processes and activities we do. We are hugely indebted.  Here is one of the  many outputs 

of his Walks Database:  

TOP 10 Leaders by Miles 2015 - 2016 

Leader Miles No of walks led 

Colin Park 121 11 

Steve Hull 111 11 

Brian Griffiths 100.5 10 

Roger Fielding 96.75 8 

Martin Dunkley 81.25 9 

Sue Thersby 73 6 

Ian Mabon 69 6 

Peter & Georgie 

Everson 
69 6 

Sandra Edwards 68.5 8 

Linda Brackenbury 65.5 6 
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Three Leaders gain the "100 Mile Leader Accolade".  113 members have led walks - an 

increase of 6.6% over the previous 12 months.  Overall our 361 walks have covered 3186.5 

miles, an increase of 2.4%.  Long and short walks both suffered a slight decline but there 

were 10 more medium walks covering an increased distance of over 100 miles - an 

increase of 8.4%.  These are superlative figures which outsiders can hardly comprehend.  

In last year's report I tried to thank everyone by name who had contributed to our success; 

this year it has to be a heart-felt collective "thank you".  We all understand that it is only by 

members stepping up to serve the Group that we continue to thrive.   

After many years as our Publicity Officer - so many in fact that members may have no 

recall of anyone else performing the role, Roger Norton is handing over the Torch which 

has done so much to illuminate our activities to the wider world.  Over the past year I have 

written to Roger a couple of times congratulating him on the way in which his press articles 

on walks have reached new descriptive heights due in large part to his editorial skill and 

persistent effort in stimulating us all to publicise what we have enjoyed in the walks we 

have led. The walk leaders on the Derwentwater Weekend Away certainly took great care 

to describe their walks as attractively as possible - among the best I have seen.  I have 

mentioned some writers by name in those notes but the Roger Norton Literary Award 

must surely this year go to Colin Park who has covered, in the most engaging manner, 

subjects from Trig Point birthdays to walking in Ireland. So, Roger leaves us a valuable 

legacy which we must nurture because describing what we enjoy provides pleasure to 

fellow members and engenders interest in others with what we do.  So who will take over 

the Torch and keep the light shining?   

These words from Mark Richards, the 'successor to Wainwright', certainly keep the light 

shining for me: 

"Time spent out on the hills is always the best of times. To wander by lonely becks 

and over rough fellsides, to climb to high cairned summits, to sense the freedom, 

space and sheer beauty of it all is a holistic experience beyond poetic words and 

pictorial expression. Walkers notice the contrasts of seasons and time of day, the 

play of light and shadow, the mischievous antics of mist and cloud. They cope with 

wind and rain, snow and ice in an environment that they come to know by stints and 

stages. The form and character of each area and hill become recognisable, like loyal 

friends - reliable, and happy in reunion whatever the time span since last 

acquaintance. The walker harbours memories of times past with these companions 

and relishes new days in their company." 

I look forward to sharing more of these with you. 

 

John Edwards  
18 October 2016 

With acknowledgement to: 

'The Wild Swans at Coole'   

W.B. Yeats, 1919. 

Fellranger 2011. 

Mark Richards 


