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RAMBLERS EAST CHESHIRE GROUP 
Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 held on Saturday 14
th

 November 2015 
at Macclesfield Tennis Club 

 
ITEM DESCRIPTION ACTION 
 10 members went on the morning walk.  
 41 members attended the meeting.  
   
 Thanks to Jenny Irwin for organising a Sale of clothing and Walk Related Gear.  

The sale raised £14.00 for our Group, and will augment the funding of our 
Footpath Maintenance Team. 
 
Many thanks to Jane and Frank Gay for organising the walk, and venue with 
refreshments. 

 

   
1 Apologies for absence  

  Apologies received from: 
       Margaret Atherton, Peter Cummins, Graham Beech,  
       David and Jane Collorick, Steve and Jean Osborne, John Irwin,  
       Brian Griffiths, Elizabeth Creswell, Neil Collie, Andy Davies,  
       David and Ruth Harrison. 

 

   
2 Minutes of the AGM held 15th November 2014  

2.1  Acceptance of the minutes as a true and fair record. 
Proposed by Ian Mabon 
Seconded by Denise Hutchinson 

 

   
3 Matters Arising from  the AGM 15th November 2014  

3.1  Members’ contact details on Ramblers Walk Finder were discussed. This 
was raised at last year’s AGM, and has since been settled.  It was 
reaffirmed that Members’ contact details are optional, and in no way 
mandatory, and they do not appear for ECR walks.. 

 

   
4 Annual Reports  

4.1. Chairman   
4.1.1  Many thanks to all members who contribute their time and effort to making 

Ramblers East Cheshire group so successful. 
Harry Hadfield is retiring following many successful and helpful years, and 
was a member of the inaugural Footpath meeting in 1986. 

 

4.1.2  Thanks also to Keith Bridgett who is retiring from the position of 
Independent Examiner after a number of years.  We welcome Ken Hobbs 
who will become the new Independent Examiner. 

 

4.1.3  The Top 10 walk leaders for 2015, measured on mileage were given, and 
the Number 1 spot goes to Steve Hull who led 11 walks and covered 111 
miles. 

 

4.1.4  General Council for 2016, South Cheshire Group responsibility to attend, 
but Chairman and Treasurer will attend if South Cheshire Group unable to 
do so.  

 

4.1.5  Big Pathwatch is unable to accommodate our data which our Footpath 
Inspectors gather, but some path information has been uploaded by 
members. 

 

   
4.2 Treasurer  
4.2.1  Overall we had a surplus of £1,997 cf with the surplus of £2,719 last year.  

4.2.2  Bank balance is £8,780 showing an increase over last year.  Surplus kept 
within Central Office guidelines. 

 

4.2.3  Income was received from Central Office, Donations, Grant Applications to 
support Footpath Maintenance, and commission from Ramblers Worldwide 
Holidays. 

 

 
4.2.4 

 

 We continue to support Incident Training with 50% of the cost.  There will 
be a day course next year, to be held at Macclesfield Tennis Club. 
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4.2.5  Donations were made to Buxton, Glossop, Edale, Oldham, and Kinder 
Mountain Rescue Teams. 

 

4.2.6  Social Events/Weekends Away generated an overall surplus of £469.  

4.2.7  Budget 2015/2016 
o The Budget has recently been approved by Central Office. 
o Funds for footpath projects and the maintenance programme are 

available. 

 

4.2.8  Membership subscriptions were discussed.  Ramblers claim ‘gift aid’ if 
members authorise that they are tax payers and that gift aid can be taken. 
The Ramblers membership fee is comparable with other organisations 
such as National Trust, RSPB, and The Cyclists Tourist Club.  However, 
membership fees charged by local rambling clubs are mainly lower.  This 
will be mentioned to Jez Kenyon, Ramblers’ Trustee at the Area AGM on 
21st November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JE/DB 

4.2.9 The Accounts were accepted and this was proposed by Helen Richardson, 
seconded by Jane Gay. 

 

   
4.3 Membership Secretary  
4.3.1  The membership of ECR shows a stable level, and currently it is 631 

members. 

 

4.3.2  Central Office improvement in administration procedures is evident, and 
provides a good service to Membership Secretary’s.  

 

4.3.3  Retention of members is very important, and this is supported by 
 Full walk programme. 
 Website easy to access and use, organised by Roger Fielding. 
 Good level of Publicity, organised by Roger Norton. 

 

4.3.4  A small survey of new members and why they joined ‘Ramblers’ indicated 
the following reasons for joining: 

 Friends were already members 
 Website presentation good, and encouraged them to join 
 Wanted to join Ramblers 

 

4.3.5  Norman Ridley presented a case for assistance to try and stop the highly 
probable closure of the Public Toilets in Prestbury. The annual running 
costs are £15K. Chairman to consider action on this matter. 

 
 
JE 

   
4.4 Social  
4.4.1  Incident Training organised for Thursday 4th February 2016.  Currently 

there are only 3 members interested, and this number does not make the 
course viable. 
Ian Mabon who has attended the course, gave his support for an 
interesting and worthwhile training course, and encouraged members to 
attend. 

 

4.4.2  There have been many people over the last 12 months who have given 
their time and energy to organising events, and the programme is only as 
good as it is because people are prepared to volunteer their time. 
Members willing to assist in organising events, please contact Jane in the 
first instance. 

 
 
 
 
ALL 

   
4.5 Publicity  
4.5.1  Thanks to walk members who contributed articles for publication in the 

press.  A full year or articles was achieved. 

 

4.5.2  Macclesfield Express and Manchester Weekly News are the two papers 
owned by Trinity Mirror Ltd which carry our articles.  

 

4.5.3  The arrival of the Wilmslow Guardian is a welcome development, but it is 
too early to assess if the paper will succeed. 

 

4.5.4  Thanks to Helen Richardson for maintaining the flow of articles whilst 
Roger is away. 
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4.6 Footpaths 
4.6.1  All paths inspected, which is 1,274 paths, some 700 kilometres (440 

miles). 
Tony Battilana co-ordinates the survey, and is always keen to recruit new 
inspectors for this rewarding and valuable work. 

 
 
 
ALL 

4.6.2  We now have 10 years of data on our footpaths sourced from the 
inspections undertaken by our Footpath Inspectors. 

 

4.6.3  Good working relations continue with Cheshire East Council  
PROW Department. 

 

4.6.4  We collaborate with Cheshire East Council on major projects such as: 
 Woodford Aerodrome development 
 Poynton By Pass 
 SEMMMS 
 Alderley Park development 

 

4.6.5  We are represented on the scheme South West Peak Landscape 
Partnership by Graham Walker. 

 

4.6.6  The Footpath Committee has 80 year’s experience between them, and we 
are keen to attract committee members, inspectors. 

 

4.6.7  Restoring Lost Ways concerns restoring lost paths, and the Government 
timetable gives an end date of 2026 for lost paths to be reinstated; 
otherwise they will be lost forever.  Congleton Footpath Secretary is the 
lead on this project and to date one ECR member has come forward to 
assist. 

 

4.6.8  Harry Hadfield raised the matter concerning diversions of footpaths and in 
particular a footpath in Rainow.  The thrust of Harry’s argument was to 
oppose diversions if one feels they are not needed, and insist upon a 
Public Enquiry, as written submissions, he believed were ineffective.  This 
is a policy matter for the Footpath Committee to consider. 

 

   
4.7 Footpath Maintenance  
4.7.1  The members who form the Footpath Maintenance group, commenced 

work in November 2013. The hours worked are as follows: 
 2013 (2months)             160 hours 
 2014 (full year)               516 hours 
 2015 (upto 19.10.2015)  534 hours 

 

4.7.2  There are 39 members of the Maintenance Team, and Fridays and 
Mondays are the main working days for maintenance. 

 

4.7.3  Four members attended a drystone walling training course.  

4.7.4  150 possible projects identified from Footpath Inspectors’ reports and 
discussions with Cheshire East Council PROW Department. 

 

  Publicity on projects undertaken will be shown on the website. BR 

4.7.5  Good working relationships with Landowners and CEC, PROW Dept. have 
been developed and maintained, with good feedback being received. 

 

   
5 Election of Officers  
5.1  The position of Footpath Secretary continues to remain vacant; nobody 

offered to take on this role. 

 

5.2  David Bates (Secretary) is stepping down from the Committee, and 
currently no one has come forward to undertake the role.  

  

5.3  The following officers stood for re-election, and were elected unopposed: 
John Edwards (Chairman); Colin Finlayson (Treasurer);  
Mike Bull (Membership Secretary); Jane Gay (Social Secretary);  

             Sue Munslow, and Andy Davies (Committee Members).   
Roger Norton will continue to act as an advisor on publicity 

 

   
6 Motions Received  
6.1  No motions have been received.  

   
7 Appointment of Auditor  
7.1  Officially called an “Independent Examiner”.  

Dr Keith Bridgett, is retiring, and Ken Hobbs was elected unopposed to 
undertake this role. 
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8. 

 
 
Any other business 

 

8.1  Roger Norton requested that we seek advice and information on how to 
proceed on walks where animals are involved.  For instance, for the whole 
country in 2013, it was recorded that 17 people were killed during incidents 
involving animals. 

 In the ensuing general discussion various options were proposed including 
campaigning for the restriction of dogs using paths. There was no general 
support for any proposal and the conclusion was that we would continue to 
share the countryside with animals and that therefore care was essential.  

 
 
 
 
 

8.2  Dave Barraclough stated that currently Committee Members through 
custom and practice usually serve for 3 years.  He proposed that a 4 year 
term be adopted instead.  This would give members more experience and 
benefit the running of the Group.  There was no general support for this. 
For information the Constitution states “All members (of the Committee) 
shall retire annually, but shall be eligible for re-election.” 

 

8.3  A vote of thanks was given to Dr Keith Bridgett for acting as Independent 
Examiner of the accounts, and a warm welcome to Ken Hobbs who will 
now undertake the role. 

 

   
9.  The meeting closed at 3.45 p.m.   

   
 David Bates – Secretary      24th November 2015 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


