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Editorial

Ralph
Atherton

There are 14 pages in this edition although only the first 8 pages can be included in the
printed posted newsletter. The full version is on our website. The group receives a
paltry £3 per annum per member from Central Office yet it costs us £5 per annum just
to print and post newsletters and programmes. Should you like to change to accessing
them on the website, please let membership secretary Brian Griffiths know. Our
chairman has confirmed that we plan no change to the policy of sending the newsletter
and weekend walks programmes by post to members specifically requesting this.
Many of you will remember that I encouraged you to vote for heritage lottery funding
of a nationwide Sustrans project to improve footpath, cycleway and bridleway links
between communities. This included the provision of a bridge over Chadkirk Weir
which would be of great benefit to many, including we ramblers. The project won the
competition for lottery funding, but difficulties with landowners meant that the route to
the bridge from Marple had to be radically changed. Stockport MBC surveyed a new
route zig zagging up through Marple Hall Woods (near where I live), then closed the
existing rights of way overnight for several months without consultation which angered
local residents some of whom set up a group to oppose the project. The detailed plans
revealed the intention to illegally destroy a much used public right of way. I successfully
challenged this with the help of our own and PNFS’s legal advice, and the path is saved.
The new path from Marple to the bridge is now virtually finished and the bridge will be
completed in the next few weeks. My only disappointment is that the
path/cycleway/bridleway is 10 feet wide as a result of Sustrans’s over-the-top Health
and Safety policy for a mixed use path. I challenged this but failed. I feel sure that
over the next few years, it will blend in more, but at present it is not quite such a pleasant
woodland and riverside rambling path - more like a “motorway”. However, I still
believe these disadvantages are outweighed by the advantages.
(See page 14 for photographs of the Chadkirk Bridge project and for an
important note about slide show tickets.)

David
Gylee

From the Chairman

Just where does the time go? It seems only yesterday that I became Chairman of East
Cheshire Group, yet already 6 months have passed. It has certainly been a very lively
and eventful time.
Without doubt we have an excellent and varied walking programme. This is not just my
opinion, but one that has been given to me on several occasions by our newer members
and by visitors who occasionally join us. So, well done to all involved, whether it is by
maintaining or updating the website (our most common means of attracting walkers),
organising the schedule, sending out the walk programme, leading walks or just being
friendly and welcoming. It is all greatly appreciated, thank you.
Have any members read Inside Magazine recently, which has been featuring walks
contributed by the East Cheshire Group? This is a very good publicity opportunity as it
gives details of how to join the Group, as well as providing details for short – medium
walks in the area. I am hoping to contribute a walk myself in the near future, but would
like to encourage all members to submit their favourite walk to our website, which could
also subsequently be used for the magazine.
I have discovered over the past 6 months some of the tireless work of everyone involved
in the footpath programme. It would be easy to forget how much effort is expended on
our behalf behind the scenes, yet without their work (and of other Ramblers) we would
not have the superb collection of interesting footpaths to walk.
In addition we have an active social programme. I have personally enjoyed (along with
many others) Brian Griffiths’ talk about ‘Trekking in Nepal’, as well as a social meal at
the Chilli Wok where the food was good and the company excellent.
The Group thrives and survives on the hard work of many volunteers. This is something
that should be borne in mind by others who may not appreciate exactly how much time
and effort is being expended on their behalf.
Next year will be the 40th Anniversary of the Group. We will be looking forward to a
variety of new and different events. If there are any existing or new volunteers who
would like to help with these celebrations; then don’t be shy - put your name forward to
any of the committee members.

Barry and Melanie’s Open Garden
Barry and Melanie Davy are opening their garden again with the National Garden
Scheme to raise money for charities including Marie Curie Cancer Care, Crossroads
Care, Help the Hospices and Macmillan Cancer Support. Barry is a professional
landscape gardener and designer and there are plenty of ideas for all sizes of gardens.
The garden has 3 distinct areas with different planting styles. Open: Sat 14, Sun 15 July
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(12 noon to 5 pm). £3 admission. Brooke Cottage, Church Road, Handforth, Cheshire
SK9 3LT. 01625 536511. Ample parking in Health Centre car park opposite. Visitors
and groups also welcome by appointment, May to August.

The Website: Changes Ahead

Graham
Beech

Our website has served us well as a shop window for potential new members and a point
of reference for the rest of us. I’ll soon be doing some cosmetic tweaks to keep it looking
fresh, but here’s news of a couple of more significant changes :
Farewell to the Forum!
The website forum is the place to find details of forthcoming walks. However, they are
listed in order of when they were added to the forum rather than the dates of the walks
themselves – a big drawback. Also, the formatting of the forum is not very attractive
and, once a walk has been submitted, the walk leader cannot edit the text – I have to do
it! Unfortunately, as the forum service is provided by 1&1 Internet, the company that
looks after our website, we are not able to tinker with it. So, what’s to be done?
A new approach was needed and Roger Fielding has come to the rescue with some nifty
custom-designed software. His add-on for our site will enable leaders to enter details of
their walks directly into a database from which walk information can be displayed
exactly as required. Leaders will be issued with passwords to protect the database from
mischief makers and the system will be even easier to use than the current forum. Walks
will be listed in their correct date order and – a big plus – leaders will be able to edit their
walk details whenever they like. A huge improvement! Members will be notified by
email as soon as the new system is available.
Self-Guided Walks
As agreed with the committee, a modest increase in the number of self-guided walks on
the website would be beneficial – they’re ideal as a way of promoting ourselves to the
wider public. Our site already has a small number of such walks (under the heading
“Walks Plus”) and the walks on Roger Fielding’s East Cheshire Paths site are being
serialised in a local magazine (see page 2)– but we do need more on our own site to gain
critical mass and credibility. So, if you have a favourite walk or two – or more – please
email the text for each walk to me together with a couple of photographs and, if possible,
a sketch map. If maps are a problem, send rough versions to me and I’ll do what I can
to improve them. Full acknowledgement will be given to the authors.
Feedback
If you have ideas of your own about how the site could be improved, do get in touch.
Hear from you soon!
Graham Beech (email to webmaster@ramblerseastcheshire.org.uk or tel 01625 402946)
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Annual General Meeting 2012

David
Bates

This year, our East Cheshire Group AGM will be held at Macclesfield Tennis Club
(Learning Zone Campus, Park Lane, Macclesfield SK11 8AF) starting at 2 pm on
Saturday 10 November 2012. However, members are welcome from 1 pm when they
will be able to enjoy their own packed lunch with a free cup of tea or coffee provided.
the pay bar, and chatting with friends. It will be preceded by a short walk, led by Jane
and Frank Gay starting from Gawsworth at 10 am.
The Chairman has invited Benedict Southworth, Ramblers Chief Executive, to speak
and his reply is awaited. Keep an eye on the website and your emails for further news.
Papers for the AGM will be available on our website www.ramblerseastcheshire.org.uk
by 28 October. These will include the agenda; nomination forms for officers and
members of committee; accounts; annual report; etc. Paper copies will be available at
the meeting. If any member wishes to receive paper copies in advance of the meeting,
please contact our secretary David Bates. Anyone wishing to propose a motion at the
AGM should send this to David Bates at secretary@ramblerseastcheshire.org.uk or by
post no later than 21 October. Phone David on 01625 508251 for postal address. We
look forward to seeing you there.
There will also be an AGM for the Cheshire East Area of the Ramblers. The Area
comprises our group and the South Cheshire and Congleton groups. This year the Area
AGM will be hosted by South Cheshire Group at the Hawk Inn, Haslington, near Crewe.
It will probably be held in November. If you wish to attend please contact David Bates
for further details.

Kinder 80

Brian
Griffiths

Tuesday April 24th was the 80th anniversary of the Kinder Mass Trespass. Our group
decided to commemorate this seminal act in the history of campaigning for open access
by organising three walks on the day.
In 1932, 400 walkers from Manchester walked up William Clough from Hayfield,
meeting up at Ashop Head with 30 from Sheffield who set off from Edale.
All three of our groups met up for lunch at Ashop Head, close to the original meeting
point. Malcolm Combey’s 16 short walkers started from Hayfield, and walked up
William Clough. The 23 medium walkers led by Brian Griffiths also started from
Hayfield, walking via Coldwell Clough and Kinder Low, and Ralph Atherton led the 14
long walkers from Birchen Clough, up the Fair Brook path and along the northern edge
of Kinder, taking in Fairbook Naze, the Great Bear and the Elephant Man en route.
After a convivial lunch, Ralph Atherton led 30+ of us down to the exact spot where the
Trespassers met up 80 years ago. Amazingly we enjoyed the best weather of a very wet
week proving, as many pointed out, that the sun shines on the righteous.
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(Editor: Ramblers HQ’s “official” commemorative walk - prebookings only - took
place on the “80 years plus one day” anniversary in torrential rain thus proving the
righteousness of East Cheshire Ramblers!)
We look forward to repeating this in 5 years time. (Editor: We of course also look
forward to the centenary event in 2032!)

Ralph’s group convincing themselves that they
can see his Elephant
Man on the north edge
of Kinder.

Caroline Finlayson’s photograph of the assembled group expressing their delight that Brian’s speech has come to an end!
(Seriously, however, this very successful event was very ably organised by Brian)

More about our Kinder 80 events on page 11 on the website.
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Grenham
Ireland

Footpath Matters

The period since my last article has been a busy one for me and the other members of
the Footpath Committee. We met the Cheshire East Council (CEC) Rights of Way
Maintenance Officers in February to discuss sixteen previously identified priority paths
with significant problems. We were able to get a number of issues resolved although
others remain outstanding such as a section of the Bollin Valley Way at Mottram St
Andrew which has been eroded by the River Bollin.
Although the footpaths around the Alderley Edge bypass have been reinstated, we now
have to consider the effect of new major infrastructure projects. Neil Collie and Graham
Walker have been attending meetings both for the A555 South East Manchester Multi
Modal Strategy (SEMMMS) “Vulnerable Road Users Forum” and also for development
of the BAE Woodford site to ensure footpath users continue to be considered. Neil
Collie has also been pursuing the issue that new road projects (eg. the Alderley Edge
bypass) have created gaps in the definitive map which will eventually show as interrupted footpaths on the Ordnance Survey map. He raised this at the Rights of Way Consultative Committee meeting and CEC Rights of Way staff are now consulting nationally.
Tony Battilana has begun coordinating the footpath inspectors who will again be
involved in the path survey this summer of the 1200+ paths in our area. Thanks to Roger
Fielding, we now have a new interface to our path survey database and this will soon
allow inspectors to enter their data directly into the database and to see historical survey
data. After a long hiatus CEC have again started to issue ‘letters of authority’ to
footpath inspectors who register with the Council as volunteers.
Our footpath improvement project in memory of Joyce Blanchard is finally underway,
and will tackle problems with a popular path used for access to Lyme Park which runs
from the footbridge over the canal to near Throstlenest Farm in Lyme Handley parish.

Part of the footpath
improvement project in
Lyme Handley
before and after work
by contractors

6

The path surface will be improved at three sites and a CEC-approved contractor has
been engaged. The work will be part funded from the Special Footpath Fund and part
from reserves with other parallel works being funded by CEC. When work is complete,
we hope to erect a plaque in memory of Joyce.
Looking to the future, it seems likely that established procedures for dealing with
alterations to Public Rights of Way will be substantially changed. A public consultation
document has just been released by DEFRA entitled “Improvement to the policy and
legal framework for public rights of way”. This proposes significant changes to the law,
the responsibilities and powers of Councils and questions the need for public inquiries.
We are currently awaiting guidance from Ramblers Central Office but these proposals
state they are intended to make it “easier for landowners to progress proposals for the
diversion or extinguishment of Rights of Way crossing their land”.
It seems only a short time ago that I took on the role of Footpath Secretary but I am now
in my third year of office. I will be standing down in November so this is an opportunity
for someone else take on this role or to join the Footpath Committee which always
welcomes ‘new blood’. I would be happy to discuss our work (without obligation!) with
anyone who is interested.

End to End

June
Mabon

Beat this for a retirement project if you can! - 1000 miles; 73 days; four feet; one year’s
detailed planning and blisters.
The 73 days started on 12 April and will end on 23 June 2012. In between, ECG long
walker Linda Brackenbury, will be living her retirement ambition to walk the length
of the country from Land’s End to John O’Groats. With fellow long walker Gwen
Sproston for company, these two stalwarts will walk on 70 of the 73 days with 3 rest
days covering an average of about 14 miles a day. They are using a “walkers” route of
footpaths and bridleways on field paths, farm tracks and coastal paths as much as
possible.
The walk has caught the imagination of fellow ECG members and several have spent a
day keeping the intrepid duo company . On 11 May, chairman David Gylee and a group
of members and Gwen’s dog joined Linda and Gwen for a mid week walk from Marbury
Country Park to Lymm. The weather until then had been continuously inclement and
the consequences of wearing wet boots each day featured large in the conversation.
Hopefully, they will have sunshine for the rest of time.
But won’t they have some stories to tell when it is all over? Gwen is making a
photographic record of the walk and Linda makes notes of times and notable features at
every major junction. Their dedication and discipline is second to none. Look out for
the book, the slide show and (say it softly) the next project.
Photographs on page 11 on the website.
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Trips ‘n Tramps - Beddgelert

JJune
Mabon

It couldn’t have been the famous soft welsh rain, ‘cos no one saw any. So what did
make the ECG Weekend Away in Beddgelert (19-20 May) so memorable? The three
star hospitality of the Royal Goat Hotel certainly helped, as did the variety of led walks
on offer (six over two days), and the convivial company of 34 ECG members and, in the
case of one member, her two teenage children.
The interest of the new Welsh Highland Railway had the steam engine enthusiasts
queuing to be photographed beside the Engine Glaslyn. The majesty of Snowdon,
especially on the Sunday when the summit mist cleared, was a focal point wherever you
were in the area. Waterfalls and meadows that were a haze of bluebells, lakeside picnic
tables at Llyn Llywelyn appearing as if by magic at lunch time, forest tracks, cafes and
souvenir shops and an impromptu, educational talk about beetle distribution and behaviour (by Ralph Atherton, who else?) all played their part in giving walkers (and
non-walkers) a weekend to remember.
Organiser Alan Catherall, ably supported by wife Lynda, started preparation almost a
year before the event. For the traditional programme of three walks each day, Alan
invited Norman Ridley, Bob Bland, Frank and Jane Gay, Sue and Chris Munslow and
Graham Bothwell to come up with a selection of routes that left walkers spoilt for
choice. Snowdon’s summit and neighbouring Moel Hebog allowed Graham to satisfy
the long walkers’ need to scramble up gullies and slab rock on both days. Sue and Chris
led the medium walkers along the fisherman’s path to view waterfalls then on through
a former copper mining valley to Mynydd Sygun and more good views. Frank and Jane
offered their party a chance to walk on the lower flanks of Moel Hebog, with the option
of ascending of Yr Aran, before finding a cafe for tea. Veteran weekend away leaders
Norman and Bob built interest points into their walks. Bob, with the help of wife Pat,
took his party to Gelert’s Grave along pleasant winding paths while on the Sunday,
Norman made the lovely Llyn Llywelyn his objective and crossed the new Welsh
Highland railway on the way. Teenager Ed, one of the two youngsters, enjoyed the
experience of an ECG walk so much that he skipped any further learning stages and tried
his hand at being Norman’s deputy leader!
The weekend’s special dinner was held on the Saturday evening in the hotel when the
party gathered to eat, be merry and say thank you to the organiser. By unanimous
agreement amongst the experienced “weekend awayers”, Norman Ridley, who has
organised more weekends away than most members have attended, was “elected” to
propose the vote of thanks. Norman paid a very fitting tribute to Alan and Lynda for
their hard work, the excellent arrangements for the accommodation, for finding such
good walks leaders and for managing all the permutations of bookings so carefully.
Continued with photographs on page 9 on the website.
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On Saturday Graham Bothwell’s
long walkers cheerfully endured the
delights of a foggy Snowdon
(together with hundreds of charity
walkers) while the short and medium
walkers enjoyed good weather lower
down,
(Photo by June Mabon)

thus the medium walkers enjoyed the
Afon Glaslyn on Sue and Chris
Munslow’s medium walk .

Next day, undaunted, Graham led
the long walkers in a scramble up
Moel Hebog

continued on page 10
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while Frank Gay led some of his
medium walkers on an optional
climb to the summit of Yr Aran,
Jane led the rest of the group on
a less strenuous route

and Norman found a good picnic spot for
the short walkers,

having the previous night proposed a
vote of thanks to Alan

to which Alan

graciously responded.
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End to End (continued)

June
Mabon

Roger Fielding took a couple of photographs of the 11 May rendezvous with Linda
and Gwen for the stretch from Marbury to Lymm.

At Marbury with chairman
David Gylee

At Lymm

Kinder 80 (continued)

Roger
Norton

John Edwards, a keen historian, led members along part of
the Trespass Trail from New
Mills as his contribution to a
series of commemorative
walks to mark the
80th anniversary of the
Kinder Mass Trespass.
One of many places of interest
visited was the
Millennium Project at
New Mills pictured here.
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Footpath signs in danger

June
Mabon

Roger Fielding recently photographed this footpath sign which through careless disregard of encroaching danger had unwittingly become another victim of the mutant
“killer” tree scourge which is advancing over the land. This one was near Llangollen
but hapless victims have now been spotted over the border in England. Let all footpath
signs and their inspectors be vigilant to this growing danger.

A message from a past chairman

Jo
Wood

Michael Jackson - a past Chairman of East Cheshire Group who leads a Christian
meditation group to which I go - gave me this quote about rambling which may be of
interest to other members.
Walking soothes. There is a healing power in walking. The regular placement of one
foot in front of the other whilst at the same time rowing rhythmically with the arms, the
rising rate of respiration, the slight stimulation of the pulse, the actions required of eye
and ear for determining direction and maintaining balance, the feeling of the passing air
brushing against the skin – all these are events that mass about the body and mind in a
quite irresistible fashion and allow the soul, be it ever so atrophied and bruised, to grow
and expand.
Unfortunately Michael does not know where this comes from.
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Ralph
June
Atherton
Mabon

My big mistake

My big mistake was to jokingly challenge
membership secretary Brian Griffiths to
climb the Trinacle on Raven Stones Brow on
my walk from Dovestones on 21 April. I was
dismayed, when he immediately rose to the
challenge and although I pleaded with him
that it was only a joke, he was off like a
mountain goat. Roger Fielding recorded his
triumphal climb. As we all know it is easier
climbing up than down and Brian was faced
with a backwards descent to a tiny narrow
outward sloping damp ledge which edged a
sheer drop, whilst holding on to a rockface
with an unfriendly slope. I would have needed Mountain Rescue. As Brian gingerly
examined his predicament, terrible thoughts
went through my mind: “How would we find
another membership secretary, especially one
willing to take on the denizens of Central
Office?” “How would I tell Carol that her
husband had become food for the ravens?”

So my advice to you all is be
careful what you say to Brian. He
can’t resist a challenge, however
daft it may be.
Here is my photograph of Brian
working out how to make the big
step down to the little ledge.
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Slide Show Warning

June
Mabon

Our slide shows are so popular that tickets sometimes sell out. Accordingly, it is
important to buy them in advance. If you then find you are unable to attend please let
your ticket seller know so that your seat can be allocated to someone else. If you have
not bought a ticket in advance, and just turn up in the expectation of there being unsold
seats, or of getting a "return", there is a real danger that you will be disappointed, so
better to ring up the organiser first to make sure that you will be able to get in.

C

The New Chadkirk Bridge Sustrans June
Path
Mabon

Continued from the editorial.

Down through Marple Hall Wood

along the riverside

to the new bridge - the concrete supports have just been constructed. The
“bridge” you can see is a temporary
earth and stone JCB crossing
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