EAST CHESHIRE RAMBLERS
· FOOTPATH COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE 2018 AGM
This report is somewhat similar to previous years – unsurprisingly – because the Footpath Committee hopes that it is continuing to carry out a useful function on behalf of ECR members and the general public.

Our East Cheshire area continues to enjoy standards of footpaths that are noticeably better maintained than other county areas around us. This is principally due to the Cheshire East Rights of Way team but our Footpath Committee has a long-standing input to assist them. 

Now in its 33rd year, the Footpath Committee operates on a Committee basis, in contrast to the single ‘Footpath Secretary’ adopted by most Ramblers Groups. This has a tremendous advantage of being able to delegate more activities across the Committee members and providing a real benefit of continuity over many years. The Committee meets 4 times each year to discuss the topics below. Our members are Tony Battilana, Neil Collie, Colin Finlayson, Graham Walker and Dave Barraclough as Chairman. There has been one vacancy for about a year and we would welcome any volunteer who might like to learn more about the role. It is not necessary to have been a Footpath Inspector.

Our key activities can be summarised as:-

1. Footpath Inspections
For the second successive year we have managed to inspect all 1276 paths in our Group’s area of 33 parishes, classifying them and identifying any desirable rectification work. Many of our 39 Footpath Inspectors are authorised to carry out simple maintenance tasks such as replacing broken waymarks or clearing overhanging branches. The results are systematically recorded on our online database that now has 15 years worth of results . The database has been developed by Roger Fielding and continuous improvements have made the system easier to use and able to provide a wide variety of analytical reports. We remain very grateful to Roger for his efforts with the database, Tony Battilana for managing the inspection process over several years and to all our Footpath Inspectors. There are very few Ramblers Groups that have achieved this sort of 100% inspection level.

A summary of results is passed to the Cheshire East Public Rights of Way Officers, who use them to help plan future maintenance work or resolve issues with landowners. We also plan to make better use of the results to plan our Project Team volunteers to carry out simple ‘good housekeeping’ tasks. 

The year on year summary is shown in the table below, where we see that we have the best results ever in terms of a low number of ‘poor’ paths – below 100 for the second successive year and an all time low of 7.3%. Various detailed reports can be produced to guide us in identifying the most serious problems.

2. Consultation with Cheshire East Rights of Way Department
We are a ‘notifiable body’ for all footpath related matters, such as new roads, diversions and new housing developments. We regularly are asked to comment on these matters and we attend the twice yearly Consultative Meetings.

We have been consulted on 11 proposed diversions in the year to end September 2018. These are systematically  considered by Neil Collie and any issues passed to individual Footpath Inspectors for comments and sometimes site visits. We have also closely monitored the proposals for the Poynton Relief Road and we objected to the published Side Road Oders until we had reassurances that the new paths on both sides of the new road would be constructed with 'at least' a stone surface and maintained satisfactorily.  We welcome the opening of the A6MARR new road which has affected a number of footpaths in our area. The new footpath/cycleway links alongside the road will increase the options for connecting with existing paths which are in Stockport MBC or in our area of East Cheshire. The adequate standard of these footpath facilities is partly a result of long term suggestions from our Footpath Committee. 
3. Path Problems
Individual path problems are received from various sources, including Ramblers Central Office and ECR website. During 2018 we received 8 problems of various types. Our approach is generally to ensure that routine maintenance items are passed to Cheshire East Rights of Way team for action but other items frequently involve giving advice on whether a problem requires objections and how to apply to the local authority to claim a new footpath or request a Diversion.
I hope this demonstrates the proactive work of the Footpath Committee is worthwhile – and perhaps at least one of our membership might feel motivated to enquire about filling the vacancy on the Committee.
Dave Barraclough

November 2018 

SUMMARY OF FOOTPATH INSPECTION RESULTS – FROM 2009 TO 2018

	Year
	No. of Paths surveyed
	Class A 'Good'
	Class B 'Acceptable'
	Class C 'Usable with Difficulty'
	Class D 'Obstructed'
	Combined A&B
	A&B %
	Combined C&D
	C&D %

	2009
	1205
	834
	227
	97
	47
	1061
	88.0%
	144
	12.0%

	2010
	1234
	875
	199
	105
	55
	1074
	87.0%
	160
	13.0%

	2011
	1233
	876
	209
	89
	59
	1085
	88.0%
	148
	12.0%

	2012
	1251
	874
	238
	89
	50
	1112
	88.9%
	139
	11.1%

	2013
	1264
	906
	226
	83
	49
	1132
	89.6%
	132
	10.4%

	2014
	1257
	901
	239
	76
	41
	1140
	90.7%
	117
	9.3%

	2015
	1272
	908
	229
	92
	43
	1137
	89.4%
	135
	10.6%

	2016
	1246
	866
	271
	67
	42
	1137
	91.3%
	109
	8.7%

	2017
	1276
	939
	240
	60
	37
	1179
	92.4%
	97
	7.6 %

	2018
	1276
	974
	209
	54
	39
	1183
	92.7%
	93
	7.3%


